[Ocular graft versus host disease : Corneal complications].
Ocular graft-versus-host disease (GvHD) following allogeneic blood stem cell transplantation leads to immunologically induced alterations in many ocular tissues, particularly at the ocular surface. Within the framework of the main topic, this article focuses primarily on corneal complications in chronic ocular GvHD. This article aims to promote understanding of the influencing factors, diagnostics, and therapeutic options pertaining to corneal complications in ocular GvHD. Furthermore, the possibilities for prevention are discussed. This analysis is based on a literature review as well as on data from the Ophthalmology Clinic at the University Hospital Essen. Corneal complications often occur secondarily in ocular GvHD, as a consequence of severe inflammatory alterations of the conjunctiva or eyelid. Spontaneous corneal perforations associated with only mild symptoms are less common during the course of disease. From the ophthalmologist's perspective, it is important that the inflammatory activity of all the different ocular tissues is considered. Treatment may follow a stepwise scheme that includes substitution, immunosuppression, and surgical rehabilitation. Systematic diagnosis of ocular GvHD helps to prevent corneal complications or support early therapeutic intervention. An interdisciplinary approach to diagnosis and treatment planning is recommended, in order to optimize local and systemic immunosuppressive therapy.